WHAT IS
QUESTING?

In questing, treasure seekers follow

clues through a natural or historical
site to a hidden “treasure” box. The

quest box contains a sign-in guest

bOOk, an ink-pad and a handmade

rubber stamp. The clues, written in
playful rhyme, not only lead questers

to the quest box, but also teach
visitors about the history of the site

and its natural features.
HISTORY OF QUESTING

The idea of questing is an extension
of the English tradition known as
Letterboxing, a 150-year old past-
time in Southwest England where
folks of all ages set out with maps
and rhymed clues in search of hidden
boxes. Along the way, walkers
experience various natural and
cultural gems.

These quests were inspired by the work of
the Valley Quest program of vital

communities. For more information

about quests and questing, please
visit www.vitalcommunities.org

Quest created by Caroline Harris.

For more information, contact
charris@tidewater.net.

Page 4
Head out of doors, there's more to explore,
A chapel in the pines, a graveyard and
more.
The first grave was a woman's,
a Native Passamaquoddy,

who came in 1798 and died, they buried her
body.

Many others rest here, from the St.
Patrick's family

Kavanaghs, Cottrills, O'Briens and Hanlys.
Take a moment, on these hallowed lawns
look around,

of this church and place, early history
abounds.

If you're lucky, you'll hear the toll of a bell,
from Revere and Sons, Boston, it is
working and well!

Cast in 1818, it’s a treasure for sure.

It is one of 93 in existence and it hangs over
the door.

Now, at last, to the treasure you'll go,
stop at St. Jude, say a prayerful hello.
Walk down the path to the Parish work
place,

A fanlight spreads over the door

to this space.

Under the ramp, you must take a peek,
for the end of the quest and the treasure
you seek.

Be sure to replace the box once you're
done,

Questing is learning while

having fun!

Are you ready for more questing and more
to explore?

[UBSTING

ST.PATRICK’S CHURCH

Hidden treasure..the phrase evokes images of
pirates, gold doubloons and sunken Spanish
galleons. But “treasure” can be defined in
different ways. Imagine a modern-day treasure-
hunt where the treasure is a hidden scenic vista,
an ancient Native fishing haunt or a crumbling
settler’s cabin deep in the woods. The mid-coast
is full of history and questing is a great way to
experience some of the hidden gems of place and
space that you may be passing every day.
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ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH
QUEST

A tiny brick chapel is St. Patrick's at first look,
But as you explore and read on, its history

could fill a book!

Welcome to all to St. Patrick's Catholic Church
In Newcastle Mills on a hill it is perched.

With bricks from nearby Bristol in 1807, it was
crafted,

This humble church for 200 years has
prospered and lasted.

Two Irish men, James Kavanagh and Matthew
Cottrill from Boston came.

Procuring a shipyard for lumber and West
Indes trade,

buying 500 acres and water rights in deals that
they made.

In 1803, Kavanagh built a home.

It's nearby, yellow and topped with a dome.

With faith they searched for a place to build,
and in 1798 completed a small wooden chapel
named St. Mary's of the Mills.

All too soon the church was filled to the brim
with Kavanaghs, Cottrills and other Catholic
kin.

"A new church," said the folks to the builder.
In 1807, Nicholas Codd proceeded with ease
to build a "good brick church" for the Catholic

families.
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Limestone from Ireland held bricks together,
while Catholics from far journeyed and
gathered as brethren

Built in the Federal style with plain glass at
first,

the early pews were benches of oaks and of firs.

In olden days men and women sat on separate
chapel sides,

hearing holy scripture and evening tides.

Step into the chapel and look to the fore

a coffin-shaped altar with a lamb and lots more.

The chancel is what this area is called.
Just behind is a decorated wall

with two doorways flanking.

Topped with a harp and a vine

and an Irish shamrock tracing the heraldic line.

There are ten stained glass windows with
florals and such.

In 1896 they were bought from Sears and
Roebuck.

Atop each one, a different symbol is there,
from anchors to crowns and thorns He did
bear.

Two paintings of old are housed in this place,
one over the altar and another in the back
space.

From France and from Spain they came over
the sea

to St. Patrick's Catholic church, a home most
holy.
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More antiques you can find through the
chancel doorways.

There are items from the past of the early
church days.

A wrought-iron host-maker, a chalice, a key

a Bible, some hinges, from St. Patick's history.

In the modern hallway here, are stained glass
panes.
Play "I Spy" with me to find what I've named:

A basket of strawberries

A cow and lamb

An Easter Lily

A green pinecone

A pineapple hidden in a robe

Turn around and you'll see another worship
place.

Enter and feel the light in this space.

Walk to the front, at the altar you'll be,

with light from the windows a forest you'll see.

The cross which is painted hangs over your
head.

Another one like it is outside painted red.
Look up to the organ in the loft where it rests,
feel at peace and well-loved, you are God's
welcome guest.

(continued on Page 4)




